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Global Renewable Energy, Emissions and New Products

Advising early-stage companies and investors from concept through commercialization, from the drawing board to the board room

Clean Tech



McDermott’s Clean Tech Group

McDermott Will & Emery’s Clean Tech Group leverages the Firm’s global leadership in the fields of corporate 
matters; intellectual property, prosecution and litigation; venture capital and project finance; mergers and 
acquisitions; government relations; energy, commodity and emissions trading; energy markets and regulation; 
project development; tax; real estate; environmental; and federal and state grants, loans and other incentive 
programs.  From our offices around the globe, we are uniquely qualified to counsel clean tech companies through 
all phases of development, from concept to initial and follow-on funding, commercialization, exit strategies and 
beyond.  

Our Global Renewable Energy, Emissions and New (GREEN) Products Group is at the forefront of the 
renewables and green revolution.  For decades, McDermott has been recognized as a leader in energy and 
environmental law, counseling energy producers and developers, distributors, investors and traders.  Our Clean 
Tech Group counsels early-stage and emerging growth companies creating renewable or alternative projects, 
technologies and products across the full spectrum of alternative energy:  solar, wind, geothermal, run of river, 
tidal, hydroelectric, bio-fuel, emissions trading, carbon sequestration, project development, energy storage, green 
buildings and others.

We represent the world’s leading GREEN companies, as well as national and international commercial banks and 
financial institutions, private equity and venture capital investors and funds, insurance companies, hedge funds, 
project developers, power marketers and trading groups, large international commercial consumers, and start-up 
or early-stage companies around the globe.
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McDermott’s Clean Tech Group provides deep experience 
throughout the growth cycle.

Inception/ 
Pre-Commercialization

Product/Technology 
Commercialization

Public Offering,  
Acquisition and Beyond

Corporate, Partnering and Tax

Business plan/concept review 
and advice

Choice of entity/structure

Formation of entity

Seed/early-stage finance

Spin-out from existing company

Tax credits/grants/incentive programs

Facility construction

Project financing

Venture and private equity finance

Strategic/partnering transactions

Mergers and acquisitions

Tax structuring

Initial public offerings

Follow-on public offerings

SEC compliance

Bank finance

Private equity

Corporate governance

Exchange listing

Intellectual Property

IP strategic plan design

Patent and trademark prosecution 

IP transfer/license-in

IP strategic planning

Patent and trademark prosecution

IP litigation

In-licensing technology

IP strategic planning

Patent and trademark prosecution

IP litigation

U.S. and International Regulation and Permitting

State utility commissions and state/local boards

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

Renewable energy certificates and environmental attribute markets and trading

Energy efficiency and demand response rules

Utility rebate programs

Emerging regulations and rules

European Union and national regulators

People’s Republic of China

Cross-border licenses, permits and labor issues

Legislative and Lobbying

U.S. Congress

Federal, state and local bodies, and emerging legislation and rules

Emerging rules under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act

Federal, state and local grants, rebates and loan guaranty

International GREEN initiatives
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We understand the issues faced by corporate decision-makers:  many of our lawyers have held key in-house 
and governmental positions.  We understand how economic, social and political issues affect operations:  our 
lawyers have navigated the complex business and regulatory environment themselves.  We understand how 
developing technologies work and their potential applications:  many of our lawyers and professionals hold 
advanced scientific or engineering degrees and have worked in industry, academia and government.

Concept and Pre-Commercialization  

We advise emerging companies and entrepreneurs on the most advantageous methods of organizing their 
enterprise; protecting and enhancing intellectual property; navigating the applicable federal, state and, where 
necessary, international regulatory and licensing framework; and raising capital.  Our clients benefit from our 
extensive experience in reviewing project/product design documents, evaluating associated business and legal 
risks, and implementing financially viable strategies for development. 

Commercialization of Products and Technology

We help clients commercialize their technologies into energy-efficient products.  We have advised clients on  
the development of various production facilities, including wind, solar, run-of-river, biofuels, green building 
materials, lighting and related products.  Through our GREEN Products Group, we have extensive experience 
working with state, federal and international regulators, including with respect to licensing and interconnection 
issues as well as the latest grant, loan and tax credit programs.  We assist clients with complex financing 
arrangements and protecting rights to revenue, environmental attributes, and intellectual property and data at 
all stages.

Public Offering, Acquisition and Beyond

We counsel clients on growth and exit alternatives, including mergers and acquisitions, strategic partnerships, 
public offerings and exchange listings.  We assist our clients in developing and implementing strategies to 
ensure their companies, projects and products receive favorable legislative and regulatory treatment through 
appropriate tax vehicles, funding grants and regulatory requirements.

World-Class Experience in Multiple Practice Areas to Match  
Each Stage of Development
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McDermott Will & Emery’s GREEN Products and Clean Tech 

Groups are multi-disciplinary and global, with a keen  

understanding of your business.  We serve our GREEN clients 

from offices in major commercial markets around the world.    

•	 More than 1,000 lawyers in the United States and Europe, plus a strategic alliance with  
	 MWE China Law Offices in Shanghai

•	 Decades of experience with early-stage and emerging growth companies in new technologies  
	 and products and related investor groups

•	 A dedicated, global, multi-disciplinary GREEN Products Group, including non-lawyer professionals  
	 with advanced degrees in science, engineering and related key disciplines

•	 Active participation in U.S. and international organizations that champion renewable energy,  
	 energy efficiency, and emissions control and trading

•	 Trusted advisors to the full spectrum of market participants in the clean tech sector

McDermott Will & Emery:  The Green Choice for Clean Tech
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Boston 

Christopher Donovan
+1 617 535 4056
cdonovan@mwe.com

Mark Stein
+1 617 535 4048
mstein@mwe.com

HOUSTON

Cary Jordan
+1 713 653 1782
ccjordan@mwe.com

Iona Kaiser
+1 713 653 1724
ikaiser@mwe.com

Sergio Pozzerle
+1 713 653 1777
spozzerle@mwe.com

LONDON

Andrew Watson
+44 20 7577 6908
awatson@mwe.com

SAN DIEGO

Peter Townshend
+1 858 643 1410
ptownshend@mwe.com

SILICON VALLEY

Kyle Guse
+1 650 815 7518
kguse@mwe.com

Mark Mihanovic
+1 650 815 7438
mmihanovic@mwe.com

MWE China Law Offices, Shanghai 
(Strategic alliance with McDermott Will & Emery)

Kevin Qian
+86 21 6105 0566
kqian@mwechinalaw.com

Principal Contacts
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Office Locations

Boston
28 State Street 
Boston, MA  02109
USA
Tel:  +1 617 535 4000
Fax:  +1 617 535 3800

Brussels
Rue Père Eudore Devroye 245
1150 Brussels
Belgium
Tel:  +32 2 230 50 59 
Fax:  +32 2 230 57 13

Chicago
227 West Monroe Street
Chicago, IL  60606
USA
Tel:  +1 312 372 2000
Fax:  +1 312 984 7700

Düsseldorf
Stadttor 1
40219 Düsseldorf
Germany
Tel:   +49 211 30211 0
Fax:  +49 211 30211 555

Houston
1000 Louisiana Street, 
Suite 3900
Houston, TX  77002
USA
Tel:  +1 713 653 1700  
Fax:  +1 713 739 7592

London
7 Bishopsgate
London EC2N 3AR
United Kingdom
Tel:  +44 20 7577 6900
Fax:  +44 20 7577 6950

Los Angeles
2049 Century Park East, 
38th Floor
Los Angeles, CA  90067
USA
Tel:  +1 310 277 4110
Fax:  +1 310 277 4730

Miami
201 South Biscayne Blvd.
Miami, FL  33131
USA
Tel:  +1 305 358 3500
Fax:  +1 305 347 6500

Milan
Via A. Albricci, 9
20122 Milan
Italy
Tel:  +39 02 89096073
Fax:  +39 02 72095111

Munich
Nymphenburger Str. 3
80335 Munich
Germany
Tel:  +49 89 12712 0
Fax:  +49 89 12712 111

New York
340 Madison Avenue
New York, NY  10173
USA
Tel:  +1 212 547 5400
Fax:  +1 212 547 5444

Orange County
18191 Von Karman Avenue,  
Suite 500
Irvine, CA  92612
USA
Tel:  +1 949 851 0633
Fax:  +1 949 851 9348

Rome
Via A. Ristori, 38
00197 Rome
Italy
Tel:  +39 06 4620241
Fax:  +39 0648906285

Washington, D.C.
600 Thirteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.  20005
USA
Tel:  +1 202 756 8000
Fax:  +1 202 756 8087

San Diego
11682 El Camino Real,  
Suite 400
San Diego, CA  92130
USA
Tel:  +1 858 720 3300
Fax:  +1 858 720 7800

Shanghai
MWE China Law Offices
Strategic alliance with 
McDermott Will & Emery
28th Floor Jin Mao Building
88 Century Boulevard
Shanghai Pudong New Area
P.R.China 200121
Tel:  +86 21 6105 0500
Fax:  +86 21 6105 0501

Silicon Valley
275 Middlefield Road,  
Suite 100
Menlo Park, CA  94025
USA
Tel:  +1 650 815 7400
Fax:  +1 650 815 7401
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©2011 McDermott Will & Emery.  The following legal entities are collectively referred to as “McDermott Will & Emery,” “McDermott” or “the Firm”:  McDermott Will & Emery LLP, 

McDermott Will & Emery/Stanbrook LLP, McDermott Will & Emery Rechtsanwälte Steuerberater LLP, MWE Steuerberatungsgesellschaft mbH, McDermott Will & Emery Studio 

Legale Associato and McDermott Will & Emery UK LLP.  McDermott has a strategic alliance with MWE China Law Offices, a separate law firm.  These entities coordinate their  

activities through service agreements.  This communication may be considered attorney advertising.  Previous results are not a guarantee of future outcome.
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