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Today’s Conflict of Interest Compliance 
Challenge: How Do We Balance  
the Commitment to Integrity  
with the Demand for Innovation?

Bernadette M. Broccolo and Jennifer S. Geetter

ABSTRACT: Beginning in the 1980s, the federal government encouraged 
institutional providers to collaborate with pharmaceutical companies, medical 
device manufacturers, and biotechnology ventures.  The rationale underlying 
this public policy was that collaboration would accelerate the pace of 
innovation. More recently, the focus is on whether these collaborations create 
conflicts of interest that jeopardize the safety of subjects and the integrity 
of data. Various constituencies are calling for conflict of interest reform, 
while the demand for new diagnostic and therapeutic tools has never been 
greater.  These competing messages have stakeholders questioning what to 
do.  This article reviews recent developments in conflicts of interest reform 
and provides recommendations that institutions and industry can consider as 
they undertake to develop a scalable and flexible approach to enhancing their 
conflicts of interest infrastructure. 	

Bernadette M. Broccolo, Esquire, is a partner and a member of the Health 
Law Department in McDermott Will & Emery LLP. She has been counseling 
health industry organizations for 28 years on health industry relationship 
formation and realignments; conflicts of interest compliance; formation and 
implementation of electronic health information systems and data warehouses; 
secondary research; and comprehensive programs for human subject research. 
Broccolo currently serves as chair of the Life Sciences Steering Committee of 
her firm’s Health Law Department. She is a frequent speaker and author and 
serves in leadership positions for organizations serving the health industry and 
the legal profession. Contact her via email at bbroccolo@mwe.com.

Jennifer S. Geetter, Esquire, is a partner and a member of the Health Law 
Department in McDermott Will & Emery LLP. She is the co-chair of the Depart-
ment’s Health Life Sciences Affinity Group and a member of the firm’s Life 
Sciences Steering Committee. Geetter’s practice focuses on emerging biotech-
nology compliance and strategic issues, advising clients on research compliance; 
privacy and data strategy initiatives; conflicts of interest; and emerging issues in 
secondary research concerning biological samples and data warehousing. She is 
a frequent speaker and author, and a member of the AHLA Life Sciences Section 
Steering Committee. Contact her via email at jgeetter@mwe.com.

CITATION: Bernadette M. Broccolo and Jennifer S. Geetter, Today’s Conflict of Interest 
Compliance Challenge: How Do We Balance the Commitment to Integrity with the Demand for 
Innovation?,  J. Health & Life Sci. L., July 2008, at 1. © 2008 American Health Lawyers 
Association. All rights reserved.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© 2008 American Health Lawyers Association 
Washington D.C. 

 
Reprint permission granted. 

 
Further reprint requests should be directed to 

American Health Lawyers Association 
1025 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 600 

Washington, DC  20036 
(202) 833-1100 

 
For more information on Health Lawyers content, 

visit us at 
www.healthlawyers.org 




