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Another Man’s Treasure: The Promise and
Pitfalls of Leveraging Existing Biomedical
Assets for Future Use

Jennifer S. Geetter

ABSTRACT: Future use is the leveraging of previously existing biological and
data resources to answer information-intensive questions relevant to human
science. This article explores why future use is critically intertwined with the
changing priorities of and approaches to biomedical innovation. With the
ascendancy of electronic health records, the explosion of sequenced genetic
information, and the increase in the number of tests and medical encounters
many Americans routinely undergo as part of primary and acute care, sizeable
stores of diverse, rich, and longitudinal information are increasingly available.
With the acceleration of personalized medicine and other future use activi-
ties, myriad stakeholders have acknowledged the intrinsic economic value
of primary source data and biological materials. This article suggests models
that might guide better banking choices because to realize the full promise
of future use, repositories and databanks require the dedicated stewardship
that is commonplace when managing and growing more traditional assets.
This article also explores legal and philosophical approaches to the contested
and unsettled question of downstream rights to direct and control biomedi-
cal assets. Finally, this article examines the regulatory environment in which
future use occurs, identifying the frequently inconsistent and ambiguous regu-
latory frameworks with which researchers must contend.
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